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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Geographical Distribution of the Vote of the
Thirteen States on the Federal Constitution, 1787-8, Vol. 1 The following paper is one of a series of studies
carried on in my seminary in American history, with the design of contributing to an understanding of the
relations between the political history of the United States, and the physiographic, social, and economic
conditions underlying this history. A preliminary paper by the editor, indicating some aspects of the proposed
work, has already been published under the title, The Significance of the Frontier in American History.
(Proceedings of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, December 14, 1893; and Annual Report of the
American Historical Association for 1893, Senate Misc. Doc. No. 104, 53d Cong., 2d Sess., in press). It is believed
that many phases of our political history have been obscured by the attention paid to state boundaries, and to
the sectional lines of North and South. At the same time the economic interpretation of our history has been
neglected. In the study of the persistence of the struggle for state particularism in American constitutional
history, it was inevitable that writers should make prominent the state as a political factor. But, from the point
of view of the rise and growth of sectionalism and of nationalism, it is much more important to note the
existence of great social and economic areas, independent of state lines, which have acted as units in political
history, and which have changed their political attitude as they changed their economic organization, and
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